14	IMAGINARY  CONVERSATIONS
Aesop. And some which we mid all over the world. But.tho art too talkative.
Rhodope. Now indeed you correct me with great justice,*.am with great gentleness. I know not why I am so pleased t talk with you. But what you say to me is different from wha others say: the thoughts, the words, the voice, the lock, al different. And yet reproof is but little pleasant, especially to thos' who are unused to it.
Aesop. "Why didst thou not spring forward and stare at me having heard as the rest had done, that I am unwillingly a slave and indeed not over-willingly a deformed one?
Rhodope. I would rather that neither of these misfortunes hac befallen you.
Aesop. And yet within the year thou wilt rejoice that the> have.
Rhodope. If you truly thought so, you would not continue tc look at me with such serenity. Tell me why you say it.
Aesop. Because by that time thou wilt prefer me to the handsomest slave about the house.
Rhodope.   For shame! vain creature 1
Aesop. By the provision of the gods, the undersized and
distorted are usually so. The cork of vanity buoys up their chins
above all swimmers on the tide of life. But, Rhodope, my vanity
has not yet begun.	v
Rhodope.   How do you know that my name is Rhodope? •
Aesop. Were I malicious I would inform thee, and turn against thee the tables on the score of vanity.
Rhodope.   What can you mean?
Aesop. I mean to render thee happy in life, and glorious long after. Thou shalt be sought by the powerful, thou shalt be celebrated by the witty, and thou shalt be beloved by the generous and the wise. Xanthus may adorn the sacrifice, but the Immortal shall receive it from the altar.
Rkodope. I am but fourteen years old, and Xanthus is married. Surely he would not rather love me than one to

